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In the Claims 



Please amend claims 1, 23, 24, 26, 36, 48, 49, 51, 52, 53, 55 and 58, and add new 
claims 72-74, as shown below. Please cancel claims 25, 27 and 50. Claims 14, 16-22, 
39, 41-47, 56-57, 65-66 have been withdrawn from consideration. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A support system, arranged and designed to support an 
ankle of a foot, the support system comprising: 
a sole inliner, configured for a sole of the foot; 
a coupling; 

a back inliner coupled to the sole inliner with the coupling, wherein 

the back inliner is configured for a back of the foo t, and wherein the back 
inliner, cou pling and sole inliner do not extend over the ankle of 
the foot; and 

an upper coupled to both the sole inliner and the back inliner, wherein 

the upper adjustably secures the sole inliner and back inliner to the foot, 

the upper, the sole inliner, the coupling, and the back inliner are operable to resist 
lateral movement of the ankle, and 

the upper, the sole inliner, the coupling, and the back inliner are 
configured for integration within a shoe. 

2. (Original) The support system of claim 1, wherein the coupling is positioned 
adjacent to a heel of the foot. 

3. (Original) The support system of claim 1, wherein the upper further comprises a 
top upper member and a bottom upper member. 

4. (Original) The support system of claim 1 , wherein the upper further comprises: 

a flexible member, which facilitates an initial engagement of the upper to the foot 
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5. (Original) The support system of claim 4 wherein the flexible member includes a 
neoprene material. 

6. (Original) The support system of claim 1 , wherein 

the upper further comprises a top upper member and a bottom upper member, and 
the top upper member and bottom, upper member independently provide 
engagement of the upper to the foot 

7. (Original) The support system of claim 6, wherein the top upper member and 
bottom upper member are adapted to receive laces. 

8. (Original) The support system of claim 1 , further comprising a cover which 
surrounds the upper, the sole inliner, the coupling, and the back inliner. 

9. (Original) The support system of claim 8, wherein 

the upper further comprises a flexible member and a top upper member and a 

f bottom upper member, 
the flexible member provides an initial engagement of the upper to the foot, and 
the top upper member and bottom upper member independently provide further 
engagement of the upper to the foot. 

10. (Original) The support system of claim 9, wherein 

the top upper member and bottom upper member are adapted to receive laces, 
the flexible member includes a neoprene material, and 
the coupling between the sole inliner and the back inliner includes a biasing 
member. 

1 L (Original) The support system of claim 1, wherein the coupling between the sole 
inliner and the back inliner includes a biasing member. 
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1 2. (Original) The support system of claim 1 1, wherein the biasing member causes a 
bias towards an acute angle between the sole inliner and the back inliner. 

13. (Original) The support system of claim 11, wherein the biasing member causes a 
bias towards an obtuse angle between the sole inliner and the back inliner. 

14. (Withdrawn) The support system of claim 1 1 , wherein the bias of the biasing 
member is adjustable. 

15. (Original) The support system of claim 1 1, wherein the biasing member includes 
at least one torsion spring. 

16. (Withdrawn) The support system of claim 1 1, wherein the biasing member 
includes a compression member. 

1 7. (Withdrawn) The support system of claim 1 6, wherein 

the compression member can be removably placed in one of a plurality of grooves 

on a side support of the sole inliner, and 
the placement of the compression member in each of the plurality of grooves 

adjust the bias between the sole inliner and back inliner. 

18. (Withdrawn) The support system of claim 11, wherein the biased coupling is 
caused by a compressive cord. 

1 9. (Withdrawn) The support system of claim 1 8, wherein the compressive cord can 
be wrapped around a cord winder to adjust bias between the sole inliner and back 
inliner. 

20. (Withdrawn) The support system of claim 1 8, wherein the compressive cord 
causes a bias towards an acute angle between the sole inliner and the back inliner. 
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21. (Withdrawn) The support system of claim 20, wherein the compressive cord is 
moveable to a second position to cause a bias towards an obtuse angle between 
the sole inliner and the back inliner. 

22. (Withdrawn) The support system of claim 18, wherein the compressive cord 
causes a bias towards an obtuse angle between the sole inliner and the back 
inliner. 

23. (Currently Amended) The support system of claim 1, wherein the support system 
is integrated into a football shoe nrovided with cleats_or spikes . 

24. (Currently Amended) The support system of claim 1, wherein the support system 
is integrated into a running shoe having a generally flat non-cleated or rjon-sniked 
sole . 



25. (Canceled) 

26. (Currently Amended) A shoe, arranged and designed to support an ankle of a 
foot, the shoe comprising: 

a sole inliner, configured for a sole of the foot; 

a coupling located generally at or adjacent to the heel of the foot : 

a back inline r ; mo vobly coupled to the sole inliner with the coupling, wherein 

the back inliner is configured for a back of the foot; and 
an upper coupled to both the sole inliner and the back inliner, wherein 

the upper adjustably secures the sole inliner and back inliner to the foot, 
the upper, the sole inliner, the coupling, and the back inliner are operable 
to resist lateral movement of the ankle and do not extend over the 
ankle of the foot while? permitting at least one of dorsifloxion and 
plantar flexion movem e nt in tho foot . 

27. (Canceled) 
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28. (Original) The shoe of claim 26, wherein the upper further comprises a top upper 
member and a bottom upper member. 

29. (Original) The shoe of claim 26, wherein the upper further comprises a flexible 
member, which facilitates an initial engagement of the upper to the foot. 

30. (Original) The support system of claim 29, wherein the flexible member includes 
a neoprene material. 

3 1 . (Original) The shoe of clajbm 26, wherein 

the upper further comprises a top upper member and a bottom upper member, 
and 

the top upper member and bottom upper member independently provide further 
engagement of the upper to the foot. 

32. (Original) The shoe of claim 3 1 , wherein the top upper member and bottom 
upper member are adapted to receive laces. 

33. (Original) The shoe of claim 26, further comprising a cover which surrounds the 
upper, the sole inliner, the coupling, and the back inliner. 

34. (Original) The shoe of claim 33, wherein 

the upper further comprises a flexible member and a top upper member and a 
bottom upper member, 

the flexible member provides an initial engagement of the upper to the foot, and 
the top upper member and bottom upper member provide further engagement of 
the upper to the foot. 
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35. (Original) The shoe of claim 34, wherein 

the top upper member and bottom upper member are adapted to receive laces, 

the flexible member includes a neoprene material, and 

the coupling between the sole inlincr and the back inliner includes a biasing 

member. 



36. (Currently Amended) The shoe of claim 73 36, wherein the coupling between the 
sole inliner and the back inliner includes a biasing member. 

3 7. (Original) The shoe of claim 36, wherein the biasing member causes a bias 
towards an acute angle between the sole inliner and the back inliner. 

38. (Original) The shoe of claim 36, wherein the biasing member causes a bias 
towards an obtuse augle between the sole inliner and the back inliner. 

39. (Withdrawn) The shoe of claim 36, wherein the bias of the biasing member is 
adjustable. 



40. (Original) The shoe of claim 36, wherein the biasing member includes at least 
one torsion spring. 

41 . (Withdrawn) The shoe of claim 36, wherein the biasing member includes 
compression member. 

42. (Withdrawn) The shoe of claim 41, wherein 

the compression member can be removably placed in one of a plurality of grooi 

on a side support of the sole inliner, and 
the placement of the compression member in each of the plurality of grooves 

adjusts the bias between the sole inliner and back inliner. 
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43. (Withdrawn) The shoe of claim 36, wherein the biased coupling is caused by a 
compressive cord. 



44. (Withdrawn) The shoe of claim 43, wherein the compressive cord can be 

wrapped around a cord winder to adjust bias between the sole inliner and back 
inliner. 



45. (Withdrawn) The shoe of claim 43, wherein the compressive cord causes a bias 
towards an acute angle between the sole inliner and the back inliner. 

46. (Withdrawn) The shoe of claim 45, wherein the compressive cord is moveable to 
a second position to cause a bias towards an obtuse angle between the sole inliner 
and the back inliner. 



47. (Withdrawn) The shoe of claim 43, wherein the compressive cord causes a bias 
towards an obtuse angle between the sole inliner and the back inliner. 

48. (Currently Amended) The support system of claim 26, wherein the support 
system is integrated into a - football shoe provided with cleats or sp ikes. 

49. (Cunently Amended) The support system of claim 26, wherein the support 
system is integrated into a f a nning shoe having a generally flat non-deaterf or 
non-spiked sole . 

50. (Canceled) 
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5 1 . (Currently Amended) A support system, arranged and designed to support an 
ankle of a foot, the support system comprising: 
a sole inliner, configured for a sole of the foot; 
a coupling located gen erally at or adjacent to the heel of the-, font ; 
a back inliner, movably coupled to the sole inliner with the coupling, wherein 
the back inliner is configured for a back of the foot and wherein the snlo. 
inliner. coupling and back inliner do not extend over the anklft nf 
the foot and 

ftK Hsonpling includoo a biasing member to bioa tho sole inlinor and back 
inlinor towards an angle ; 
an upper coupled to both the sole inliner and the back inliner, wherein 

the upper adjustably secures the sole inliner and back inliner to the foot, 

the upper, the sole inliner, the coupling, and the back inliner are operable 
to resist lateral movement of the ankle while permitting at least one 
of dorsiflexion and plantar flexion movement in the foot; and 
a cover, arranged and designed to surround the upper, wherein the upper, the sole 

inliner, the coupling, the back inliner, and the cover are configured for 

integration within a shoe. 



(Currently Amended) The support system of claim 51, wherein the coupling 
mcludesa biasing member to bias the sole inliner and hack inliner fnwarrk ^ 
angje min o r i bias tou cu tb an o bhiso angle betwe en f h n ao l o Qiliu m un d Ui o bus k- 



53. (Currently Amended) The support system of claim SI U, wherein the biasing 
member causes a bias towards oneofanohhis^or an acute angle between the sole 
inliner and the back inliner. 

54. (Original) The support system of claim 51, wherein 

the upper further comprises a flexible member and a top upper member and a 
bottom upper member, 
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the flexible member provides an initial engagement of the upper to the foot, and 
the top upper member and bottom upper member provide further engagement of 
the upper to the foot. 



(Currently Amended) The support system of claim 52 54-, wherein the biasing 
member includes at least one torsion spring. 

(Withdrawn) The support system of claim 51, wherein the biasing member 
includes a compression cord. 



57. (Withdrawn) The support system of claim 5 1 , wherein the biasing member 
includes a compression member. 

58. (Currently Amended) A support system, arranged and designed to support an 
ankle of a foot, the support system comprising: 

a sole inliner, configured for a sole of the foot; 

a back inliner, configured for a back of the foot, wherein the back inliner is 

coupled to the sole inliner generally at or adjacent tn the heel of the foot 
and does not extend over the ankle of the fnnt ; anH 
an upper coupled to both the sole inliner and the back inliner, wherein 

tho upper inc l u de a ru tout, the cut out op orablo to permit doroifloxion a n d 

plantar flexion movement in the foot, an d 
the upper, the sole inliner, and the back inliner are operable to resist lateral 
movement of the ankle. 



(Original) The support system of claim 58, wherein sole inliner and back inliner 
are integrated as one piece. 

(Original) The support system of claim 58, wherein the back inliner extends at 
least one inch up the back of the foot. 
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61. (Original) The support system of claim 60, wherein the back inliner extends at 
least four inches up the back of the foot. 

62. (Original) The support system of claim 58, further comprising: 
a coupling, operable to couple the back inliner to the sole inliner. 

63. (Original) The support system of claim 62, wherein the upper, the sole inliner, 
the coupling, and the back inliner are configured for integration within a shoe. 

64. (Original) The support system of claim 62, wherein the coupling between the sole 
inliner and the back inliner includes a biasing member. 

65. (Withdrawn) The support system of claim 58, further comprising: 

a wedge positioned on top of the sole inliner, the wedge operable to elevate a heel 
of the foot. 

66. (Withdrawn) The support system of claim 66, wherein the wedge is further 
operable to protect the heel of the foot from impacts. 

67. (Original) The support system of claim 58, wherein the upper further comprises: 
a flexible member, which facilitates an initial engagement of the upper to the foot. 

68. (Original) The support system of claim 67 wherein the flexible member includes 
aneoprene material. 

69. (Original) The support system of claim 58, wherein 

the upper further comprises a top upper member and a bottom upper member, and 
the top upper member and bottom upper member independently provide 
engagement of the upper to the foot. 
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70. (Original) The support system of claim 58, wherein 

the upper further comprises a flexible member and a top upper member and a 
bottom upper member, 

the flexible member provides an initial engagement of the upper to the foot, and 
the top upper member and bottom upper member independently provide further 
engagement of the upper to the foot. 

71 . (Original) The support system of claim 70, wherein 

the top upper member and bottom upper member are adapted to receive laces, 

the flexible member includes a neoprene material, and 

the coupling between the sole inlincr and the back inliner includes a biasing 

member. 

72. (New) The support system of claim 2 wherein the coupling movably couples the 
back inliner to the sole inliner to permit at least one of dorsiflexion and plantar 
flexion movement in the foot. 

73. (New) The shoe of claim 26, wherein the coupling movably couples the back 
inliner to the sole inliner to permit at least one of dorsiflexion and plantar flexion 
movement in the foot. 



74. 



(New) The support system of claim 58, wherein the back inliner is movably 
coupled to the sole inliner generally at the heel of the foot to permit at least one of 
dorsiflexion and plantar flexion movement in the foot. 
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